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Report on the Night Quota usage 
Season Winter 2017 

29 October 2017 – 24 March 2018 
 
 
The Heathrow Airspace & Noise Performance Team is responsible for 
administering the Night Quota on behalf of the Department for Transport 
(DfT). The regulations pertaining to this season are specified in NOTAM 
S028/2017 dated 26 October 2017 available from AIS 1c, Control Tower, 
London Heathrow Airport, Middlesex, TW6 1JJ. 
 
This report details the night quota usage 29 October 2017 to 24 March 2018 
inc. Any enquiries or comments about this report may be directed to the 
Airspace & Noise Performance Team (ANPT) at: 
 
Heathrow  
Airspace Noise & Performance Team 
Second Floor 
Meridian Building 
Compass Centre 
Nelson Road 
Hounslow 
Middlesex 
TW6 2GW 
 
Tel: 0208 745 7994 
Fax:0208 196 2395 
 
Brief Summary Explanation of Night Restrictions 
 
The restrictions differ between two time periods: 
 

2300-0700 – “the night period” – restrictions on types; 
 

2330-0600 – “the night quota period” – further restrictions on types and a 
limit on the maximum number of movements. 

 
 
 There are three main elements as follows: 
 



 

Classification: Internal 

- A maximum number of flights during each season (3250 in summer and 
2550 in winter) between 11.30pm and 6.00am; 

 
- A supplementary quota system to encourage the use of quieter aircraft.  

Aircraft types are given a Quota Count (QC) value, according to how much 
noise they make on landing and take-off, of QC 0.25, 0.5, QC1, QC2, QC4, 
QC8 or QC16, the noisiest category being QC16.  Aircraft movements score 
these QC values against a maximum allowable Quota for each season 
(5100 for summer and 4110 for winter) between 11:30pm and 6am, “the 
night quota period”. 

 
- Aircraft of QC4 cannot be scheduled to land or take off during the night 

quota period. 

 
Small, quieter aircraft are exempt from the restrictions, e.g. medical flights.  
 
Neither of the limits (plus carry-over from the previous season) on movements 
or quota may be exceeded, i.e. if either one is reached no more flights may 
take place.  
 
“Dispensations” may be given but only in exceptional circumstances.  These 
are explained in Guidelines issued by the Department for Transport but some 
examples are: emergencies; delays which are likely to lead to serious 
congestion at the Airport or serious hardship or suffering to passengers or 
animals; or delays which result from widespread and prolonged disruption of 
air traffic. 
 
The following paragraphs explain in more detail the various categories of 
flights shown in the Report in order to aid understanding. 
 
Any movement between 2330 and 0600 inclusive has to be logged and 
reported. The aircraft are split into their QC categories as shown on the 
spreadsheet. From W17 QC0 aircraft now count as a movement, however 
while counting as a movement, they will not use any QC points. Any QC8/16 
aircraft that have operated within the night quota period are listed in Table 1. 
Since such aircraft cannot take off or be scheduled to land during the night 
quota period the reasons for them operating are given as they will be due to 
unusual or unforeseen circumstances. 
 
Certain movements are dispensed from the night quota i.e. they do NOT 
count against either the movements/quota points limits and are known as 
disregarded movements (NOTAM para 9). These are shown in the ‘not 
counted’ columns in the spreadsheet. The policy regarding the dispensation 
rules is set by the DfT as shown in the NOTAM and was further explained in 
the DfT press notices numbers 162 and 539. 
 
 
 
Dispensations are made either by the DfT or Heathrow. Generally, DfT 
dispensations are for VIP flights whilst movements dispensed by Heathrow 
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can be for a variety of reasons such as: emergency landings, ambulance 
flights, delays caused by widespread ATC disruption etc. When these events 
do occur the Aircraft Operations Duty Manager (AODM) will normally file a 
dispensation form which the ANPT then pass it to the DfT for approval. It 
should be noted that all movements are included in the night quota UNLESS 
a dispensation notice specifically excludes them from the quota. It is in this 
sense a fail-safe system in that were a dispensation form to go missing the 
event would be included by default. 
 

THE NIGHT QUOTA DATA 
 
The data relating to the night quota usage for the period 29 October 2017 and 
24 March 2018 is shown in the following spreadsheet and at tables 1 to 3. 

 
The Spreadsheet  
 
The spreadsheet shows: - the period to which it relates, the movements/quota 
points available at the start of the season, whether any carry over from the 
previous season is available (NOTAM para 6 and 7), the percentage of 
movements/points used as a percentage of the TOTAL seasons limit, the 
quota available for the remainder of the season and the tally of the 
movements broken down into the various categories. 
Now to examine each column from the left: 
 
Week number and end date (the week runs Sunday to Saturday inclusive). 
 
Number of aircraft in the QC 0 category for that week. Note there is no 
column for counting QC points for QC0. All other QC bands have a column 
for movements and a column for associated QC points used.  
 
Quota points used by these flights i.e. number of flights multiplied by 0.25 
 
Similarly, these columns show the number of movements by each of the 
respective QC aircraft and the total quota count points used for each category 
in that week. 

 
Shows the total quota count (QC points) for that week. 

 
Movements against the limit i.e. the total number of movements to count 
against the limit specified in the NOTAM para 6. 

 
The number of exempt aircraft in that week (NOTAM para 3). 

 
Movements dispensed by HAL under widespread ATC disruption etc. 
(NOTAM para 9). 

 
Movements dispensed by the DfT. 

 
Movements dispensed by HAL as emergencies (NOTAM para 10). 
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The total number of arrivals in that week. 

 
Total number of arrivals expressed as a percentage of total runway 
movements. 

 
The total number of departures in that week. 

 
Total number of departures expressed as a percentage of total runway 
movements.  

 
The total runway movements i.e. the entire total of all movements dispensed 
or otherwise (during the period 2330 to 0600) 
 
The total for each of the columns is shown at the foot of the spreadsheet. 
 

Tables 1 to 3 

 
Tables 1 to 3 are individually labelled and the following is intended as an 
amplification of the title. 
 
Table 1: QC8 and QC16 movements between 2330 and 0600 with reasons 
for dispensation or usage. QC8/16 aircraft cannot be scheduled in the night 
quota period therefore these movements will be due to unusual or unforeseen 
circumstances. These movements will be shown in the spreadsheet in 
columns 13/14 and/or 15/16 unless they were dispensed. 
 
Table 2: QC8 and QC16 delayed departures and unscheduled arrivals. These 
movements do not count against either limit since they are monitored by the 
DfT but fall outside the night quota period (2330 to 0600) and therefore are 
not shown in the spreadsheet. 
 
Table 3: QC8 and QC16 arrivals between 0601 and 0700 but scheduled to 
land after 0700. These movements are outside the night quota period 
therefore will not be shown in the spreadsheet. 
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Comments: 
 
Commentary required for any periods of disruption during Winter 2017 
 

Ref: Heathrow Airport Movements and Quota Summary. 
 
Flights dispensed week ending 16th December 2017 were due to adverse 
weather (snow). 
 
Flights dispensed week ending 23rd December 2017 were due to low visibility 
and/or freezing fog. 
 
Flights dispensed week ending 6th January 2018 were due to low visibility. 
 
Flights dispensed week ending 3rd March 2018 were due to adverse weather 
(snow). 
 
Flights dispensed week ending 17th March 2018 were due to adverse weather 
(snow). 
 
Flights dispensed week ending 24th March 2018 were due to adverse weather 
(snow). 
 
 
 


