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Wednesday 23rd January 2019 
 

Answers from the Department for Transport (DfT) 
 
 
1. Health  
 
As a local GP, my primary concern is people’s health and I understand that 
minimising the significant negative impacts of aviation noise is a priority for all 
of you when considering changes to airspace and potential expansion.  
 
Could the panel tell us whether any independent health studies have been 
undertaken (so far) relating to the airport’s potential expansion or flight path 
changes and could John Holland-Kaye tell us when the Health Impact 
Assessment required by the planning process will be started? 
 
 
Answer: 
 
Answered during Question Time event. 
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2. Night flights  
 

How do you balance the needs of passengers with needs of local residents to 
get a full night’s sleep – noting the World Health Organisation’s view that 10 
hours quiet time is needed to enable all different sleep patterns to be met?  
 
Answer: 
 
Answered during Question Time event. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Capacity  
 
Heathrow regularly says that it will operate at least 740,000 flights (current 
planning limit is 480,000 flights a year) and supporting NPS documents 
estimate capacity up to 900,000 flights a year. Communities around Heathrow 
are very sensitive to the impact that the number of flights has on noise and 
health. They are generally unaware 740,000 flights a year is a minimum and 
that there could be as many as 900,000 flights. What capacity and use is being 
planned?  
 
Answer: 
 
The Airports National Policy Statement (NPS) sets a minimum requirement – and not 
a maximum cap of extra flights, and this is a deliberate design. The NPS provides a 
set of environmental standards and noise mitigations that Heathrow will be expected 
to meet, such as compliance with air quality obligations, a noise envelope and a 6.5 
hour ban on scheduled night flights. Government considers that the requirements in 
the NPS are a more effective way to manage the impacts of expansion than setting a 
limit on flight numbers. Heathrow Airport’s application for development consent will 
be examined for its compliance with the NPS.    
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4. Fairness  
 
Heathrow conducted flight paths trials in 2014, which provoked much local 
public outcry and were cut short. Following on from this trial, would the panel 
support a policy of fair and equitable flight distribution on departure routes as 
opposed to concentration so that no single community will be subjected to 
living in what has been called “a noise sewer?”  
 
 
Answer: 
 
Government agrees with the principle of fairness, however “fair and equitable 
distribution” means different things to different people. Communities not previously 
affected by noise might not agree that it is fair and equitable for them to be 
overflown; at the same time, many living under flightpaths might argue that new 
areas should be overflown so they can enjoy respite.  
 
The Government’s Airspace Policy is to limit and, where possible, reduce the 
number of people in the UK significantly affected by adverse impacts from aircraft 
noise. This may be achieved by spreading flights over more communities rather than 
routing them over a smaller number, but it will always depend on local 
circumstances. 
 
We have introduced new noise metrics and appraisal guidance to assess noise 
impacts and their impacts on health and quality of life. In particular, this will ensure 
that for future airspace changes, noise impacts are considered much further away 
from airports than has been the case in the past. 
  
As required by Government policy, airspace change decisions must take account of 
communities’ views, be based on robust evidence and consider local circumstances, 
including the requirement to consider different options such as the design of multiple 
routes to give respite.  
 
The 2014 airspace trials gave us an important lesson that clear communication and 
engagement with communities is key to ensure they understand, and have a say, in 
any proposed changes to fight paths.  
 
Going forward, the Independent Commission on Civil Aviation Noise can support and 
advise communities and the Government on the airspace modernisation programme. 
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5. More precise flight paths  
 
There are positives and negatives for more precise flight paths. However, what 
has been learnt from the experiences of airports around the world, that have 
introduced more precise flight paths (or Performance Based Navigation as it’s 
known) that may be used to ensure PBN can be quietly and calmly introduced 
at Heathrow? 
 
Answer: 
 
There are advantages and disadvantages to flight paths designed using 
performance-based navigation (PBN) procedures – and we are alive to the 
disadvantages. What we do know is when seeking to establish the use of such flight 
paths, the airspace designers need to also consider options for respite routes and 
runway alternation respite. 
 
The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is the UK’s independent aviation regulator. The 
CAA sets the UK’s airspace change process, including how environmental impacts 
are taken into account, and makes decisions on proposals made by sponsors to 
change the notified UK airspace design. It is a requirement of the CAA’s airspace 
change process that proposals to introduce PBN should include discussion and 
engagement with local communities. In doing so, this should help to build 
understanding of the likely benefits and costs that can be derived from using PBN.   
 
The Aviation Strategy consultation launched in December set out proposals for 
improving take up of best practice with regards to noise as well as setting out options 
on compensation for those newly affected or experiencing a significant increase in 
aircraft noise.  
 
In addition, the Independent Commission on Civil Aviation Noise will be developing 
best practice guidance in relation to aviation noise management and through the 
strengthening of the Government’s noise policy framework it’s our intention to 
balance aviation growth and noise reduction.  
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6. Consultation Process 
 
The current consultation process is one of many and there are more to come. 
What principles are being applied to ensure these consultations are 
meaningful and really impact on the outcome and how are these put into 
practice?   
 
 
Answer: 
 
Answered during Question Time event. 
 
 
 
 
7. Consultation Process 
 
The CAA signed-off Heathrow’s Airspace Design Principles (Stage 1) 
proposals for a 3rd runway and for Independent Parallel Approaches near the 
end of 2018. Heathrow communities questioned substantial flaws in the 
Airspace Design Process and community engagement and asked for the 
CAA’s decisions to be deferred and for mutual facilitation. Responses from the 
CAA and HAL failed to deal with community concerns and the communities 
have been unfairly and unreasonably ignored resulting in loss of trust and 
unfair and irrational decisions on the future airspace and flight paths. What is 
the CAA and HAL going to do to rectify their substantive failings on 
engagement with community stakeholders?  
 
Answer: 
 
Answered during Question Time event. 
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8. Trust  
 

Many of us here today who live locally feel that so many promises made by 
Heathrow and Government have been broken, do you think trust matters and if 
so, how can it be built?  
 
 
Answer: 
 
Answered during Question Time event. 
 
 
 
9. Expansion 
 
I am a resident of Harmondsworth along with my extended family. We span 
four generations and live within the compulsory purchase zone.   
 
Despite solemn promises from Heathrow and Prime Ministers, past and 
present, that there would be no third runway, for the last 15 years we have 
lived with significant uncertainty and threat of eviction should a third runway 
be built.  
 
My life and business has been based on these promises. These has been, and 
continues to be, an extremely stressful and anxious time. To be threatened 
with eviction from one’s home is a trauma second only to bereavement.  
  
I would be interested in the views of Dr Charlotte Clark on this health impact 
and whether the panel think this psychological impact over a long period of 
time should now be a subject for compensation.  
 
Answer: 
 
Answered during Question Time event. 
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10. Expansion  
 
The cost both financial and human of all the delays relating to expansion and 
uncertainty about building a third runway are immeasurable. Why is it taking 
so long when other countries just get on with it? 
 
Answer: 
 
We in Government recognise that the debate over expansion has impacted people’s 
lives for many years, and that uncertainty is an extremely difficult thing to live with. 
 
We hope that the designation of the Airports National Policy Statement (NPS) 
removes some of this uncertainty for local communities, although we recognise that 
many will think this has come too late. Certain owners of land within the red line 
boundary identified in the NPS are eligible to serve a statutory blight notice, on 
account of the designation of the Airports NPS. If their notice is valid, the Secretary 
of State may be required to buy their home at fair market value together with a 
home-loss payment and specified costs. This opens up the opportunity for those that 
wish to move to be able to do so now. If anyone is unclear of their right to move or is 
seeking further information I would encourage them to contact HAL or the HCEB 
Residents Adviser. 
 
For more information on Statutory blight and Heathrow expansion please see this 
link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/heathrow-airport-expansion-blight-
arrangements/statutory-blight-and-heathrow-expansion.  
 
For something as significant as airport expansion, which has real consequences on 
people’s lives, it is not a decision the Government could take lightly or without the 
evidence to support it, consultation with local residents, and Parliamentary debate. 
 
Expansion is being taken forward under a planning process that was established in 
2008 specifically to deal with nationally important infrastructure. The Planning Act 
process is designed to allow staged decision-making, as well as providing for the 
enforcement of binding commitments made at the application stage – such as 
community compensation and environmental mitigations. 
 
Having a process split into stages, with consultation and scrutiny at each stage, does 
take longer than processes in some other countries. However, it ensures that careful 
thought and consideration goes into each decision. This helps us, as a country, to 
test that the proposals for major infrastructure are as good as they can be and are 
really needed.  
  



8 
DFT responses 
 

11. Environment  
 
What assurances can you give us that final decisions on flight paths will 
protect areas such as Colne Valley Regional Park from further noise and other 
pollution so that the area can continue to fulfil one of its core purposes - to 
provide high quality outdoor space for respite and recreation? 
 
Answer: 
 
It is not possible to give a commitment about the future. The airspace change 
process needs to be progressed, options identified and assessed, and the views of 
communities and other stakeholders sought before the final airspace design is 
determined. 
 
Proposals to change the UK’s airspace design must follow the CAA’s airspace 
change process.  The CAA introduced a new and more rigorous process from 2nd 
January 2018. The design of new flightpaths is highly technical and can take several 
years.  It is a requirement of the CAA’s airspace change process that there must be 
adequate consultation.   
 
The Colne Valley Regional Park and all interested stakeholders are encouraged to 
take a full and active part in Heathrow Airport Limited’s current Airspace and Future 
Operations consultation. 
 
 
 
 
12. Local business  
 
What measures do Heathrow intend to take for the safeguarding of local 
businesses that either work with or are suppliers to the airport, should any 
protest actions arise? 
 
Answer: 
 
Protest actions are to be expected around proposed large infrastructure projects and 
we are sympathetic to the impacts any protest action may have on supply and local 
businesses. Government continues to work with the CAA, which has responsibility 
for regulating airport security management, to explore how it manages risks outside 
of the airport boundary in partnership with other organisations, such as the police. 
 
 
 


